
New Doors Education @ Metro Academic Studies

Forensic Science Syllabus 2020-2019
Monday 2:30-4:00pm  Or

Wednesday  10:45am-12:15pm

Instructor:  David Cain, B.S. Ed.

Email:       newdoorseducation@gmail.com  Phone: 678-643-8784 (Please use for texting!)

Text Provided:  Forensic Science for High School by Barbara Ball-Deslich & John Funkhouser
 
Purchase:  God’s Crime Scene:      A Cold-Case Detective Examines the Evidence for a Divinely Created   

Universe by J. Warner Wallace  (Will be needed second semester only.)

Internet Access:  Regular assignments will include viewing select episodes of “Forensic Files” 
available on Netflix or Youtube. 

Course Description:  High School Forensic 
Science focuses on utilizing the scientific method to 
determine as most accurately possible events that 
have happened in the past. It actually applies to a 
number of fields such as archaeology, insurance and
risk management, the origin of living things, as well 
as most widely applied in criminology.  The course 
surveys key topics in forensic science, including the 
application of the scientific process to forensic 
analysis, procedures and principles of crime scene 
investigation, physical and trace evidence, and the 
law and courtroom procedures from the perspective 
of the forensic scientist. Through classroom, 
textbook, and online lessons; virtual and hands-on 
labs; and analysis of fictional crime and historical 
scenarios, students learn about forensic tools, 
technical resources, forming and testing hypotheses,
proper data collection, and responsible conclusions.  
Forensic science is really about applying the 
scientific method to real world events utilizing 
various fields of science.

Grading:
40%--Summative (Case Studies & projects)

30%--Formative (tests  & formal lab reports)

25%--Daily (discussion participation, engagement, &  text 
case studies) 

5%--Homework Completion (Parent satellite work evals 
& all or nothing assignment checks)

Standard Grade Scale:
100-90% = A
  89-80% = B
  79-70% = C
  69-60% = D
Under 60  = F

Supplies:
 Dedicated 2” 3-ring binder with at least 6 section 

dividers (Tabs: Admin, Notes  Labs, Case Studies,  
HW Evals, & Insight)

 A bible, pens & pencils

 Kindle or hard copy of “Sherlock Holmes”.

 For Work at home must have access to a working
computer & printer. (All work must be saved as 
“Word” documents.)

 Internet Access for video assignments.
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Maximize Your Learning
(Parents & Students , please read.)

Learning is one of the greatest gifts and responsibilities of being human.  Part of being created in the image of 
God is the ability to think, reason, and understand. What we do with the opportunity to learn reveals a lot about 
us as revealed in Proverbs 9:9, “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a just man and 
he will increase in learning.” What will this year reveal about you?  

At Home Work Crucial for Class Work
The textbook chosen for this course is progressive in nature-- each chapter builds on previous chapters.  Each chapter 
includes case studies, labs, and at times additional projects for at home research. They will be supplemented by video 
assignments, Holmes short stories,  and at times article or research assignments.  These reading , video, & written 
assignments will help students apply what they are learning to various scenarios.  All of this provides the fuel for class 
discussions & lab work which will help students apply what they are leaning. 
Thoughtful preparation is key to effective in class discussion and follow up assignments!

Attendance & Late Work
Attendance is mandatory and critical for the student to achieve the course’s central objectives. Students are expected to be on
time every day for class. Class time is limited, so on time is defined as “in your seat with notebook, book, & Bible in 
front of you ready to go!”  Anything else will be considered tardy.  

Students should plan to complete work prior to planned absences. Work is deemed late if it is not in the student’s in 
class or online folder at the beginning of class on the due date..  Late work will receive a 10% deduction for each 
“24 hr day” it is not received, e.g. assignment due on Wednesday, received by the instructor on Friday is 2 days late & will 
receive a 20% deduction.  By week three, the class will be given a proposed work schedule of assignments; however, 
assignments are given and/or adjusted in class.  Students are expected to record each week’s assignment and track 
their own performance on assignments in the “ADMIN” section of their binder at any time they should have a good sense of 
“how they are doing”.  Scores for on time assignments and in class evaluations will be updated on Engrade on a bi-weekly 
basis.  Late work will  take longer.  Students should track their own scores in their binder.

Outside Home Education Classes & Parent Involvement
The Metro Academic Studies is a wonderful blend of classroom and parent directed home education.  It affords 
parents strong allies in educating their students, but requires a different kind of involvement than traditional 5 day classroom 
approach.  Students educated in this blended approach can develop a greater sense of ownership, as they develop their own 
study schedules, learn time management techniques, learn how to prioritize, organize their activities, focus on interests, and 
get extra help where needed.  It also provides greater flexibility to pursue and develop non-academic interests. Students have
the opportunity to develop skills that will help them adjust and excel after high school.

The Home Classroom & Contract
To make it all work, students need to truly “own” their education.  It belongs to them not their instructors, not their peers, 
not their program, not their materials, and not their parents.  For our students to be successful, we need to keep in mind that 
they are “in process”.  They are learners—disciples if you will.  Instructors explain, direct, coach, inspire, evaluate, and give 
feedback.  The onus of learning is on the student.  To do so they must be diligent to follow directions, read critically, 
digest the material, complete assignments that help them understand, use time wisely, ask lots of questions, summarize, and 
be able to explain what they have learned. Daily study--reviewing & summarizing--not just “knocking out 
assignments” is what helps things stick.  Ruminating on and explaining to others helps students think critically.

Though instructors and parents cannot do that for them, they can lock arms to help them.  No matter what remember 
instructors come alongside to help, but cannot replace parents.  Parents are responsible for overseeing students in 
their home classrooms.  We are created to learn.  Provide your student with a loving, encouraging, and structured 
environment.  Minimize distractions—especially from electronics and reward focus on a daily and weekly basis.  Find ways to 
in-cent them to do their best. We want our students to be responsible as much as they want to be independent.  As a starting
point, please sit down with your student and fill out the attached “Parent/Student Contract” to be handed in 
the first day of class—it is worth quiz grade.  
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Weekly Parent Evaluation
An honest assessment of your student’s  study habits each week will help your student be accountable on their 
satellite days. I will use it to help determine completeness of homework.  Please use the “Weekly Study Habit 
Evaluation” to help your student.  Your student will be expected to turn one form in each week evaluating the past 
week’s work (Wednesday through Tuesday).  Failure to do so will result in a “0”.  Along with instructor review of homework 
the parent evaluation is an integral part of the student’s homework grade—this only works if your evaluation is honest.  
Please do not sign a form unless you have actually completed the assessment yourself.  The student is responsible
for meeting with a parent to obtain their weekly evaluation and place it in the class room folder.  Require your student to 
meet with you on Monday or Tuesday to make sure it is completed.  Late evaluations will not receive a grade of “0”. 

Communication

Knowing that we are allies in education, let’s agree to communicate as often as we need to knowing that we never have all 
the facts.  I am here to help your student learn and grow.  Learning is sometimes difficult, challenging, and even frustrating.  
Students need help in developing good habits, integrity, and confidence—sometimes the process is messy.  Feel free to 
contact me via email or text (always identify yourself) or if you prefer we can arrange an in person meeting.  I will always try 
to respond within 24 hours, but please understand I teach 4 days a week in three programs.

God’s blessings as you guide your student in this new educational year!

Student Responsibilities

1. Actively respect God, yourself & others. Respect is an action word that means "to set 
a high value on", "to esteem", and "to hold in high regard". At all times , you are expected
to speak and act in a manner that shows respect.

2. Be on time to class.  Our class time is very limited.  Therefore, we must get started 
promptly!

3. Be fully prepared for class BEFORE our appointed start time. This means having 
required materials (book, notebook with sufficient paper, pencils, pen, and lab journal) WITH 
you in the room. Cell phones should be turned off and stowed in backpack or purse not not 
in your pocket BEFORE entering the room.

4. Complete all assignments. All instructional activities are designed to optimize student 
learning of course material, and all students are expected to complete all of these in a 
timely manner, whether they are graded or not. First, attempt to complete the assignment 
on your own. Then, seek help to understand what you could not do on your own.  Finally, 
contact the instructor via email or phone.

5. Display academic integrity in work at home and in class.  Remember that 
finding and using a hard copy or online copy of a key to complete problems, 
quizzes or tests is not allowed.  It is expected that all students will conduct 
themselves in a Godly manner and not cheat in any way, shape, or form.  Lack of 
integrity may result in a failed assignment grade and parental conference. 

6. Abide by all other MAS student handbook guidelines.

7. Refusal to abide by these guidelines may result in disciplinary action that may involve
removal from class, parent/teacher conference, and MAS administration. 
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Student/Parent Contract

Course Title:  ___________________________________________________________    

 After discussing the syllabus and course requirements with your parents, please set a “grade” goal 
for yourself and record it in the space provided below.

I have read and understand the expectations for this class.  I choose to take responsibility for my 
learning and will do what I need to do as directed by my parents and instructor to obtain the final 
agreed upon grade.  

My Target Score & Grade:  _____ % with a letter grade of _____.

Student Parent

(Please Print Name) (Please Print Name)

Signature Signature

Please return to instructor for initialing and filing.  A parent and a student copy will be returned.  Student please place this Contract in it’s 
protective sleeve in the front of your binder.

Received: _____________________ Initialed:__________
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Weekly Parent Home Work Evaluation*
(Form to be copied & used weekly.)

Student Name:  __________________________ Date Completed: ___________ For Week #: ______

FOR Class:   Forensic Science    Date Handed In (instructor use) :  ________

Parent Signature:  ________________________ Ave(instructor use):  ______

Dear student, It is your responsibility to have your form filled out each week & take responsibility for having one of your parents evaluate your
work.  Remember, their evaluation counts for a portion of your grade.  Completed form is due each week and subject to normal late penalties. 

DESCRIPTION OF SATELLITE STUDY PLAN 
(List what you need to do this & your plan to accomplish it—be specific..include reviewing notes.)

Possible Assignments from 
Schedule or Class

Day 1 Day 2 Day  3 Day 4

Reading & Notes over pages:

Lab, Internet Research, or Video 
Project:

Case Study (video or reading)

Test

What needs to be handed in?

Parent Evaluation of the Above Work
Please  require your student to completely fill out the table above before evaluating.  After reviewing his/her work & study at home for 
the week, provide an evaluation of the criteria listed below by circling the number that best describes your student’s work this week.  Please 
use a 5 pt scale where 1 = poor, 3=average, and 5=excellent.  If in your opinion, your student “failed” at the item for this week please use “0”.

0  1  2  3  4  5 Student initiated a “student/parent” meeting, created his/her work schedule above,  and 
openly discussed this week’s assignments and work completed.

0  1  2  3  4  5 Student has completed all reading & written work assigned for the week.

0  1  2  3  4  5 Student has completed work with excellence to the best of his/her ability.  

0  1  2  3  4  5 Student displayed good study habits by breaking up assigned work completing it over several
days.  (Students are advised to spend at least 60 min/day over a min. of 3 days per week completing new assignments 

and reviewing past material. It is helpful to  review 10 to 15 min on other days.)

0  1  2  3  4  5 Student sought out help and/or resources in a timely fashion so that work could be 
completed as assigned. (If no help needed give a 5.)

0  1  2  3  4  5 Student displayed a good attitude about classes & getting work done.

Comments:
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